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July 11, 12:30 Valley Bed & Breakfast Garden Tour 

***************************************************************************** 
PLANT SALE NEWS 

 Members have been busy potting two days a week (Tues. & Thurs) from 9AM to 
NOON at Judy Phelon’s barn. As of May 25th approximately 700 plus plants have been 
potted. Next week (May 30-June 1st) will be a time to organize and clean the plants to get 
them ready for the sale.  There are a few plants we could still use but not many. We’re 
trying to keep the numbers manageable so we won’t have any “leftovers”! We could still 
use some Columbine, Dianthus, Digitalis, Lobelia, Nepeta, Blue Bapitisia and Filipendula. 
If you have any of these please bring them to the Tuesday potting session which will be the 
last time we pot before organizing the plants. 
 The plants will be picked up on Friday afternoon at 2PM to be transported to the 
field early Saturday morning (7:30AM) Sue Stoehr is Coordinator for the Transport 
Committee.  
 Plants will arrive at the field on Saturday to be laid out in rows according to color. 
The sale starts at 9AM and goes to 1PM.  
 On June 13th we celebrate another successful sale with a Garden Party Luncheon a 
the home of Pat Apigian at 2225 East Warren Rd. Information on the luncheon has 
already been sent out by Susanne Schaefer. Let her or Judy Phelon know what you will be 
bringing to the luncheon. LET’S ALL PRAY TO THE WEATHER GODS FOR A GOOD 
SUNNY PLANT SALE DAY!! 

http://www.mountaingardern


Minutes 

Mountain Gardeners Meeting 

Tuesday, May 9th, 2017 

Fayston Town Office 

The meeting was called to order at 1:09 p. m.  

President Carol Miner thanked the coordinators Nancy Mercer and Leslie Reynolds.  
There was a discussion about serving snacks before the meeting as well as afterwards and 
it was decided by all to continue the procedure but with more luncheon type snacks and 
less desserts. 

A motion was made and seconded to approve the minutes.  They were approved. 

Treasurer Leslie Reynolds reported that there is $8603.03 in the club’s bank account. 

Jeanne Monroe and Carol Hosford reported that a selection has been made for the 2017 
scholarship, but the name has not yet been released. The selected student has a better than 
4.0 grade average and has participated in leadership activities at Harwood. 

A letter was read from the 2016 scholarship winner thanking Mountain Gardeners.  Cole 
VaVoie attends Connecticut College and is earning straight A’s. 

 Pat Apigian reported that the potting activities are going well.  The club is still receiving 
too many plants that don’t have the color identified.  Also, a reminder that the donor’s 
name, the plant name, with the Latin name, should accompany plants.  Pat also reported 
that John Phelon gave the club permission to pot in one of the sheds in case of rain. 
Sandra Reilly will send e-mails indicating what plants are no longer needed and what 
plants are welcome.  Members volunteering to put up signs announcing the plant sale on 
June 3rd should post them on May 15th.   

Nancy Emory is creating herb pots for the plant sale. Nancy would appreciate any herb 
donations for her creations. 

Sue Stoehr reported that the FGCV annual meeting is scheduled for June 7th in Quechee. 
The meeting is open to all garden club members.  All attendees are eligible to vote. 

Judy Reed provided information on Neonics, a pesticide that may cause cancer in humans.  
The report recommends using organic pesticides and untreated seeds. The best method is 
good insects eating bad insects. 

Report on the Community Gardens:   

 Warren – Janet Ellison reported that members cleaned up and fertilized the gardens. This 
year more perennials instead of annuals will be put into the two gardens.  Judy Reed said 
that asters should be planted for Fall color. 



Moretown – Stephanie Venema reported that work still needs to be completed at the new 
Town Office including spreading more mulch, some cleaning up, and a few more 
plantings.  Rita LaRocca, Ruth Van Heuven, and Stephanie will clean up around the Town 
Hall as well as the library. Petunias will be planted in front of the library.   

Last fall, the plants saved from the old Town Office were moved to the new building.  
Waitsfield Telecomm provided three volunteers to help with the transplanting.  Martin 
Cameron, Moretown road commissioner, helped moved the large bushes and plants.  A 
flowering crabapple, funded by the Mountain Gardeners was planted in front of the new 
Town Office.  Sarah Holland, owner of Riverbend Landscaping donated her time to design 
the gardens and donated some plants.  Rita and Stephanie planted new bushes and 
perennials. 

Waitsfield – Leslie Reynolds and Ruth Stahl reported that the triangle in Waitsfield might 
be at least partly destroyed as Green Mountain Power is putting in a new telephone pole in 
the location. The area needs mulching and perhaps new plantings.  Sandra Reilly 
suggested putting up plaques recognizing the work of the club in each of the community 
gardens.  A flowering cherry tree, planted at the Wait House this month was a donation 
from the club to celebrate Arbor Day.  Ken Felderman recommended doing some garden 
work at the Wait House but any changes must be approved by the Waitsfield Select Board 
and it would also be appropriate to contact the Waitsfield Historical Society as plantings 
usually are of a historical nature. 

Nancy Emory reminded everyone of the flower show on August 12, at the Waitsfield Inn 
with arrangements created by Mountain Gardener members.   Each arrangement should 
be created using a book title for inspiration. The viewing event will be published in the 
Valley Guide to attract visitors to an event celebrating Festival of the Arts.  Twenty 
arrangements are a must and Nancy asked for more volunteers.  The entrance fee to view 
the arrangements will be $4.00. 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY:   When planting annuals in your gardens, remember the 
importance of flowers that attract butterflies, bees and hummingbirds.     
       

NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting is scheduled for June 13, at Pat Apigian’s home – 12 
noon Luncheon.   It is a member’s only event.   A sign-up sheet was passed around asking 
for salads, main courses and desserts.  Reminders to members will be emailed after the 
plant sale.     

The meeting was adjourned at 1:55. 

Following the meeting, each of the members showed a few of their favorite gardening 
books and told how they were helpful for planning, planting and caring for their gardens.  
It was a delightful and informative session. 

Submitted by Secretary, Stephanie Venema 



GARDENING BOOK REVIEWS PROGRAM 

The Rock Garden program was postponed to a later date. As a replacement members of 
the club shared their favorite books in a Round Table discussion. Here is a list of the books 
discussed: 

“Rocks & Alpine Gardening by Mary Moody (Anne - Bull) 

“Winter Garden Glory” by Adrian Bloom (Anne Wallis-Bull 

“ In the Garden” by Stacy Bass (Carol Klimek) 

“The Well-Tended Perennial Garden” Tracy DiSabato-Aust (Pat Apigian and Suzie 
Wolski) 

“Complete Guide to Gardening” Better Homes & Gardens (Barbara Miller) 

“The Self-Taught Gardener” Sydney Eddison ( Val Hale) 

“ The Complete Book of Houseplants” (Ann Bleakly) 

“The Essential Earthman” Henry Mitchell  (Sandra Reilly) 

“Home Ground” Alan Lacey (Sandra Reilly)” 

“Perennials: how to Select & Enjoy” Fred McGourty (Sandra Reilly) 

“The Complete Book of Perennials”Carol Miner 

“Daylilies, the Perfect Perennial” Lewis & Nancy Hill  

“The Edible Front Yard” Ivette Soler 

“Herbs for Every Garden” Gertrude Foster 

“Simply Elegant Flowers” Michael George (Leslie Reynolds) 

“The Ultimate Flower Gardeners Top Ten Lists” Kerry Ann Mendez (Fran Plewak) 

“Gardening in Vermont” Ann Long Rice (Green Mt. Gardeners) (Fran Plewak) 

“The Audubon Society Field Guide to North American Wildflowers Eastern Region” 

“Peterson First Guides to Wild Flowers” 

“The New Garden Paradise: Great Gardens of the World “by Dominique Browning & 
Editors of House & Garden 

“Perennial Gardens” John Williamson 

“Random House of Vegetables” by Roger Phillips 

“Biodynamic Gardening” by Monty Walden 

“Organic Pest & Disease Control” by Barbara Ellis Editor 



 
  

   


